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Pre Law Advising at Texas State 

Departments of Political Science and Philosophy 

 

Faculty: The Departments of Political Science and Philosophy at Texas State have a number of 

faculty members who are educated and experienced in the law. 

 

 Professor Vicki Brittain, B.A., Southwestern College; J.D., Washburn University. 

Professor Christopher Brown, B.A., Northwestern University; M.P.A., J.D.,  

University of Texas at Austin 

Professor Lynn Crossett, B.B.A., University of Texas at Austin; J.D., Texas  

Tech University 

 Professor Paul Kens, B.A., Northern-Illinois University; J.D., Ph.D., The 

  University of Texas at Austin. 

 Professor Vincent Luizzi, A.B. University of Rochester; J,D., Boston University   

 School of Law; Ph.D. University of Pennsylvania. 

 Professor Kenneth Ward, B.A., Drew University; J.D., Yale University; M. Phil.,  

  Ph.D., Columbia University. 

 Professor Walter Wright, B.A., J.D., University Houston; LL. M., New York   

  University. 

 

Other members of the faculty have special interest in administrative law, international 

law and the law of foreign countries. Still others strive to improve their students' 

analytical and communications skills through courses in political philosophy. 

 

 

    Department of Political Science 

 Pre Law Advisor  phone  e-mail  office 

 

 Prof. Paul Kens  5-3260  pk05  ELA336 

   

 Prof. Kenneth Ward  5-2068  kw12  ELA237 

 

    Department of Philosophy 

 

 Prof. Vincent Luizzi  5-2285  vl01  PSY 130A 

 

The pre law advisors are here to help you with questions about courses of study in 

preparation for law school, the LSAT, application to law school, and the law school 

experience. 
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General advising for political science and philosophy students is provided by the department 

undergraduate advisors who are available to answer your questions about the requirements and 

general course of study for majors and minors in political science and philosophy, respectively. 

 

 Prof. Sherri Mora   5-7427  sm43  ELA250 

 

Prof. Vincent Luizzi    5-2285    v101              PSY130A 
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Frequently Asked Questions Concerning Law School Admissions 

 

1.  Is there a pre law major? 

 No, there is not a pre law major or minor at Texas State.  This is not unusual.  Typically, 

pre law students must fulfill the requirements of a specific major and take electives to round out 

their preparation for law school. 

 

2.  Is any major best for law school? 

 Again, the answer is no.  Law schools seek students who write clearly and logically, and 

who think analytically.  Prospective law students should keep this in mind when selecting 

courses as well as majors.  Remember that logical thinking comprises a significant percentage of 

the law school admissions test (LSAT), which must be taken by all law school applicants. 

 

3.  Do law schools consider the major of the applicant? 

 The answer to this question is a qualified no.  Law schools do not consider one major 

superior to another as preparation for legal studies.  Law schools, however, do take into 

consideration the difficulty of the applicant’s college program.  For example, when considering 

an applicant’s grades, some law schools recognize that some majors (such as the sciences and 

math) produce significantly lower grades.  

 

4.  What courses should I take to prepare me for law school? 

 Our first advice is to study subjects that interest you the things you like and do very 

well.  Our second piece of advice is to take courses that will: 1) improve your analytical ability; 

and 2) improve your writing and communication skills. 

 

5. Do I really want to go to law school? 

 Some people go to law school because they have been accepted and do not believe they 

have anything better to do.  In most cases, they would be better off deferring their admission and 

thinking about why to go to law school.  Law school is expensive, time consuming, and stressful.  

While there are great advantages to having a law school degree and while many people find law 

school an exhilarating intellectual experience, the advantages of a law school degree for someone 

who does not want to practice law will often be offset by these costs.  Moreover, it is likely that 

your performance in law school will reflect your lack of interest, and thereby further reduce the 

value of your law degree.   

 Before deciding to go to law school, you should talk to law school placement officers, 

lawyers, and other professionals you know.  Consider: (1) the expense and time needed to obtain 

the degree; (2) the type of jobs that law school graduates obtain (pay, hours, nature of the work--

don’t forget to consider non-traditional job opportunities open to people with  law degrees); and 

(3) the opportunities you foreclose by going to law school.  

 

6. Should I work before I go to law school? 

 Working before law school can be advantageous, and thus, it is not surprising that the 

average age of law students has been increasing.  By deferring law school, you gain time to make 

certain that you really want to go to law school as you experience the working world.  Moreover, 

work experience might give you a better sense of your interests, and might influence your course 
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selections should you decide to go to law school.  Also, the discipline and organizational skills 

one gains from a work environment might enhance your performance in law school.  Working 

before law school can also ease the burden of your first year, which is usually the most difficult 

time in law school.  It allows you to save money so that you can concentrate on law, and not have 

to work part time during this period of intense study.  Finally, if you believe that your 

undergraduate record does not qualify you for the law school you wish to attend, professional 

experience can sometimes strengthen your application.  Professional experience allows you to 

develop new skills--or demonstrate old skills that were not previously evident--and some 

admission committees might think that your work experience makes you a more interesting 

candidate.  

 

7.  When do I begin the application process? 

 If you want to start law school immediately after college, you should formulate a strategy 

for the application process by your junior year.  But, as is often the case, it pays to plan early.  If 

you think you might be interested in law school, gather information during your freshman and 

sophomore years.  Talk to people who know about law school, including professors, students, 

recent graduates and even lawyers.  Also, keep in mind that maintaining a high G.P.A. works to 

your advantage whether or not you decide to apply to law school. 

 

8. How important is the LSAT? 

 The LSAT is very important (perhaps too important).  Most law schools will count it as 

much--if not more--than your G.P.A.  Together, the LSAT and G.P.A. will largely determine 

your admission chances at most law schools. 

 

9.  When should I take the LSAT? 

 The LSAT is offered in June, twice in the fall semester--usually in early October and 

early December--and in February.  Remember, it is very much to your advantage to only take the 

LSAT once.  Therefore, you should take the exam at a time that you feel will maximize your 

score.  Consider the time you have to study given class work and other commitments--it is smart 

to take a reduced class load the semester you prepare for the LSAT.  You should also consider 

the time you will need to prepare your law school applications (getting applications in early 

might increase your chances of admission to some law schools).  While it is best to take the June 

or October exams--when you will have less stress from class work-- it is better to take the June 

exam.  Taking the June exam allows you to spend the summer putting your applications in order.  

Moreover, if you do not feel ready for the exam, you can continue your preparations and take the 

October exam instead.  (Note: if you are thinking about working after graduation and applying to 

law school later, you should take the exam at a time that you think will maximize your score.  

Remember, it still might be to your advantage to take the exam while college insulates you from 

the rigors of the working world.) 

 

10. Should I retake the test if I am disappointed with my score? 

 If you are disappointed with your score or if you think you would do much better if you 

took the exam again, consult with a pre-law advisor about taking the test again.  In most cases, 

though not all, law schools will not be impressed by multiple scores.  Though the LSDAS (Law 



 7  

School Data Assembly Service) policy is to average multiple scores, individual schools seem to 

vary in their response to multiple scores.    

 

11. How can I find out more about the LSAT? 

 The Law School Admission Council (LSAC) provides a great deal of information on its 

website: www.lsac.org.  This includes LSAT dates and deadlines, prep tools, as well as law 

school and financial aid information.  Information is also available on campus at the Texas State 

Student Learning Assistance Center (phone 5-2515).   

 

12.  Do I have to study for the exam? 

 You should be familiar, and ideally, comfortable with the exam before you take it.  

Taking practice exams is an excellent idea.  In addition to the LSAC website (www.lsac.org), 

most book stores have materials about how to do well on the LSAT, and often, these materials 

contain practice exams.  When taking practice exams, you should strive to maintain the 

conditions--especially the time pressure--that will exist at the actual exam. 

 

13. Should I take a preparation course? 

 Many students find that prep courses provide a regimented environment in which they 

become familiar with the exam and learn strategies for grappling with the more difficult 

questions.  But remember, prep courses are expensive--although it is worth asking whether the 

company offering the course provides special discounts or financial aid.  For some people, these 

courses might not be worth the time and money.  Students who excel at standardized exams or 

are highly disciplined, for example, might not need to take such a course.  In addition, students 

waste their time and money when they don't put forth the effort to take advantage of the classes 

and testing opportunities offered by a prep course. One of the best things to do is to talk with 

graduates--or soon to be graduates--who have successfully navigated the law school application 

process, and gather their impressions about what they believe contributed to their success.  

 

14.  Do law schools look beyond an applicant’s G.P.A. and LSAT score? 

 Although your G.P.A. and LSAT score largely determine your admission chances at most 

law schools, some schools consider other parts of your application materials.  Moreover, at many 

schools, these materials become more important as admission committees must choose among 

those whose G.P.As and LSAT scores place them in the middle of the applicant pool. 

  

 (a.)  Letters of Reference 

 Letters of reference are helpful when they come from someone in a position to evaluate 

your academic skills.  Specific examples of papers you have written or comments you have made 

in class demonstrate that a person is familiar with your work.  Choose references that know your 

work well and who are willing to write a strong letter.  Though difficult, it is helpful to ask a 

reference if they feel comfortable writing a strong letter that will help your application.  A vague 

letter from an important professor will not be helpful.  Remember, you can improve the 

recommendations you receive by helping your references.  Give them opportunity to complete 

the letter without time pressure, and provide them materials (exams, papers, resumes, transcripts 

or refresh their memories about class discussions) that will help them write detailed letters--it is 

also good to provide your references with stamped envelops.  In addition, reference letters can be 

http://www.lsac.org/
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used to communicate other information about your application.  For example, a reference can 

comment on the difficulty of your program, can emphasize your interest in a field, or describe 

your new found love of academic work.  Non-academic references are not usually helpful, 

although there is an important exception: If you have been out of school for a period of time, an 

employer can write--again detailed recommendations are best--about your analytical abilities, 

writing skills, and industriousness.  Also, non-academic references can be helpful if they identify 

abilities that you have that are somehow related to your law school plans.  If possible, you should 

also submit an academic reference.  Finally, remember that people like to be thanked for their 

reference and to be told where you end up going to school. 

 

 (b.) Essays and Personal Statements 

 Admission committees will read these essays, and at a minimum, will consider them 

evidence of your ability (or inability!) to write clearly, grammatically, and coherently.  Make sure 

that someone with good editing skills reviews your essay.  It should be well written and mistake 

free.  As for substance, these essays provide your only opportunity to catch the attention of the 

admissions committee. You help your application to the extent that these essays reveal something 

of your personality in a way that makes an admissions committee think this is someone who 

might be interesting to have in a class.  Keep in mind that admission committees get many letters 

that address the theme of “why I always wanted to be a lawyer;” such letters are not helpful.  In 

addition, the essays provide an opportunity to clarify your application.  Why was your G.P.A. 

unusually low one semester, how do certain experiences explain your interest in law, or, if you 

are an older student, discuss what you did during the break in your education--for example, you 

might have raised a family or had experience in the military.   

 

15.  How many schools should I apply to? 

 You should apply to as many law schools as necessary to make you confident that you 

will be admitted to a school that you wish to attend.  If you have unlimited resources--and too 

much free time--then you might apply to many law schools in which admission is a long shot.  

Most people do not want to spend lots of time and money applying to schools for which they 

have little hope of getting admitted.  A better, and common strategy, is to pick a few '"dream 

schools," schools that you would really like to attend but feel that your chances of admission are 

not very good (there is a reason that Harvard gets so many applications each year).  You should 

also pick a few safety schools, places where you feel certain of admission, and more importantly, 

where you would actually go.  Finally, concentrate your resources on schools at which you are 

competitive--where your chances of admission are roughly 40% to 60%, and where you would 

like to go (sometimes, you can increase your chances at these schools by targeting applications to 

those whose student body does not include many people from the southwest).  The Prelaw 

Handbook, published annually by the American Association of Law Schools and the Law School 

Admission Council, provides information that will allow you to make reasonable guesses as to 

your chance of admission to different schools given your G.P.A. and L.S.A.T score.  For a list of 

Texas Law Schools, see Appendix A. 

 

 

16.  Is there any advantage to submitting my applications early? 
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 In addition to the comfort of not having applications hanging over your head, it is 

sometimes to your advantage to submit your applications as early as possible--and by January 1 

at the latest.  Some schools have “rolling admissions,” which means that they evaluate 

applications as they receive them.  In years in which the application pool is unusually 

competitive, these schools might admit too many students early in the year, and thus your 

chances of admission could diminish as the year progresses.  

 

17. Is there anything I can do after my applications are submitted? 

 You should make sure that the schools have received your entire application--not all 

schools will tell you when your application is complete.  If a school is wavering about whether to 

admit you or if a school places you on a waiting list, it might pay to contact someone in the 

admissions’ office and find out if there is anything else you can provide to strengthen your 

application--additional recommendations, a fall grade report, or an additional essay might be 

helpful.  Most law schools do not conduct personal interviews, but it wouldn't hurt to ask if one 

can be arranged.  Showing interest in your application demonstrates enthusiasm about attending 

their law school.  Often that is helpful, but you must be careful not to allow reasonable 

enthusiasm to be regarded as annoying pestering. 

 

18.  How do I choose among the law schools that admit me? 

 You should consider the reputation of the school, the tuition and other costs of attending 

the school, the employment opportunities enjoyed by alumni of the school, the location of the 

school, and the academic and social environment at the school.  While it is to your advantage to 

choose a school with a better reputation, it is often difficult to determine among schools with 

comparable reputations.  There are different sources that rank law schools (the U.S. News and 

World Report is the most famous of these, and reliance on this source has been discouraged by 

the deans of many law schools), but remember that the rankings change over time and there is 

often little difference among schools clustered together.  One would be hard pressed to 

distinguish the twentieth ranked school from the school ranked twenty-fifth.  When choosing 

among schools that are roughly comparable, you should consider what aspects of your legal 

education are most important to you, and compare those schools along those specific dimensions.  

Where do their students get jobs and what types of jobs do they get?  Do you want to attend a 

large school or a small school, one with a reputation for competitiveness among students or one 

with a collegial reputation, a school that offers an active social life or one in which students keep 

to themselves, a school located in a rural or an urban environment?  At this stage, it pays to visit 

schools, sit in on classes and get a sense of the environment at different schools.   

 

19.  Where can I find more information about the law school application process? 

 Probably the best source for information concerning the law school application process is 

the website of the Law School Admission Council (LSAC) at www.lsac.org. 
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Appendix A: Texas Law Schools 

 

Baylor University 

St. Mary's University 

Southern Methodist University 

South Texas School of Law 

Texas Southern University 

Texas Tech University 

Texas Wesleyan University 

University of Houston 

University of Texas at Austin 
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Political Science and Philosophy as Majors or Minors 

 

for 

 

Pre Law Students 

 

Texas State offers a wide variety of courses to suit students with diverse interests.  While the 

political science and philosophy departments offer a number of courses of special interest to pre 

law students, remember to investigate relevant courses offered by other departments, such as the 

College of Business.  More importantly, remember that how well you perform in a course often 

depends on your interest in that subject; law schools do not base admission decisions on the 

majors of the applicants.  Major in a field that interests you!      

 

Political Science: 

 All political science majors must take a minimum of 30 hours in political science.  These 

thirty hours must include one advanced course in four of the five fields within political science.  

Below, we have listed the courses in these fields that should be of interest to pre- law students.    

 

I.   Political Theory   V. Public Law and Public Administration 

3331  American Political Thought  3310  Constitutional Law 

      3311 Constitutional Law: Individual Liberties 

II.   American Government   3312 Constitutional Law: Civil Rights 

3305 The American Founding  4302 Legal Theories and Research 

3314 State and Local Government  4303 Civil Law in American Society 

      4304 Issues in Law and Public Policy 

III. Comparative Government  4311 The Supreme Court and Jud. Process 

4313 Islamic Law and Politics  4361 Administrative Law 

       

IV. International Relations 

4356 International Law 

 

Courses of Special interest to Pre law students: 

POSI 3310 Constitutional Law: Structures and Principles. (3-0) A case study 

approach to an analysis of fundamental principles of governmental structure with an 

emphasis on the office and powers of the President and intergovernmental relationships 

in the main body (Articles I through VII) of the U.S. Constitution. 

POSI 3311 Constitutional Law: Individual Liberties. (3-0) An examination of that area of 

Constitutional interpretation commonly known as Civil Liberties or the relations 

between the individual and the government. 

POSI 3312 Constitutional Law: Civil Rights. (3-0) A thorough and rigorous analysis of the 

development of Civil Rights in the United States including Congressional statutes, constitutional 

amendments, and decisions of the Supreme Court. 
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POSI 4302 Legal Theories and Research: (3-0) The course examines the American Legal 

System at both the state and federal levels involving civil and criminal procedure. Emphasis is on 

the process of these systems and the framework within which disputes are resolved. Students will 

become familiar with legal research methods so as to better understand the composition of legal 

options. 

 

POSI 4303 Civil Law & American Society: (3-0) This course considers in structure and 

functions of government together with the law regulating private social relations, i.e., contract 

law, property law, tort law, and the causal relations between legal policies and societal goals and 

regulations. 

 

POSI 4304 Issues in Law and Public Policy (3-0) This course examines contemporary legal 

issues by focusing on their relationship to public policy. Selected topics will vary, i.e., AIDS, 

abortion, affirmative action/reverse discrimination, capital punishment, environmental 

protection, euthanasia and surrogate motherhood. In connection with these controversial issues 

we will address: (1) alternative views; (2) social consequences; and, (3) political responses to and 

legal issues resulting from alternative positions. 

 

POSI 4311 The Supreme Court and the Judicial Process, (3-0) An intensive examination of 

the judiciary, focusing upon the politics of judicial selection and the decision-making process of 

the judiciary as well as the position of the judiciary in the entire political process: Prerequisite: 

Political Science 3310 or 3311, or permission of the instructor. 

 

POSI 4356 International Law, (3-0) This course will examine the nature, sources, and 

development of international law as both a legal and political process. Areas to be 

studied include: The law of treaties, acquisition of personality, territorial jurisdiction, the 

law of the sea, land and air, diplomatic immunities, nationally. state responsibility, 

human rights, and the law of war. Students will do research on contemporary 

international problems and participate in a Moot International Court of Justice (ICI) 

proceeding. 

 

POSI 4313 Islamic Law & Politics, (3-0) This course is a study of the law, origins, 

development, divisions, and politics of Islam. Special emphasis will be given to law, political 

thought, history and the culture of the Middle East. Topics covered include 

Muslim law and political institutions, the Arab and Persian roles in Islam; the Islamic 

Community as a political system; major points of the Islamic faith and their political 

significance and the political and historical significance of Muslim mysticism. 

 

POSI 4361 Administrative Law, (3-0) Course stresses the legal principles and practical 

doctrines involved in the work of administrative tribunals vested with quasi-legislative or 

quasijudicial powers or both. Primary focus on development, practice, and procedures of federal 

administrative agencies. 
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   Philosophy Courses of Interest to All Pre Law Students 

 

     The study of philosophy offers pre law students opportunities to develop their skills of 

arguing and thinking logically and to study substantive matters related to law like the nature of 

justice, law, ethics, and society. Some pre law students choose philosophy as a major or minor 

for these reasons. Attached is a copy of Professor Luizzi’s article, “Philosophy in Legal 

Education,” which explores the utility of philosophy for lawyers. 

 

Requirements for the Major and Minor 

 

     The 30 hour major requires 12 hours of lower division philosophy and 18 hours of advanced 

philosophy. The 18 hour minor requires six hours of lower division philosophy and 12 hours of 

advanced philosophy. Details are in the catalog. Below is a list of philosophy courses of special 

interest to pre law students which can be used to build a minor or major. 

 

A New Minor in Value Studies 

 

     The Department of Philosophy began offering a Minor in Value Studies in 1997. This minor 

may be of special interest to some pre law students, given that it culminates in an independent 

research project. The research project can take the form of a values internship where the student 

investigates value issues in such work settings as a court or a law or government office. Details 

are in the catalog.  

 

Philosophy Courses of Special Interest to Pre Law Students: 

 

PHIL 1330  Reasoning and Analysis Study of informal fallacies, valid argument forms, 

problem solving strategies, language clarification, and application of analytic skills. 

 

PHIL 2330 Elementary Logic A study of the nature and forms of correct reasoning, inductive 

and deductive.  

 

PHIL 3340 Symbolic Logic A study of the logic of propositions through propositional calculi, 

formal proofs, and first-order functional calculi.  

 

PHIL 3320 Ethics A study of classical and contemporary inquiries into our knowledge of the 

good and the grounds of moral obligation. 

 

PHIL 3321 Contemporary Moral Problems Exploration of philosophical dimensions of such 

contemporary moral problems as abortion, euthanasia, poverty, animal rights, nuclear war, and 

privacy in a computer age. 

 

PHIL 3322 Business and Professional Ethics Study of major topics in business and 

professional ethics, including what a profession is, whether it differs from business, and what is 

involved with the moral education, social responsibilities, and ethical standards of professionals 

and business people.  
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PHIL 3323 Environmental Ethics Study of ethical issues associated with the environment, 

including the nature, use, preservation, and restoration of the environment. 

 

PHIL 3331 Philosophy of Law The major theses which have been set forth in the history of 

jurisprudence including foundations of law, natural law, legal positivism, and the judicial 

process. 

 

PHIL 3332 Social and Political Philosophy Critical examination of major theories concerning 

the organization of societies and governments. 
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PHILOSOPHY IN LEGAL EDUCATION 

Vincent Luizzi
*
 

 

     American legal education displays a privation when philosophy and its methods play no or 

only a casual role in molding the modern lawyer. The satisfaction of this need for philosophy 

brings with it multiple benefits for the law student. I hope to clarify and expand this thesis in 

what follows. 

 

The Need for Philosophy and Specific Courses to Meet the Need 

 

     Now the legal profession is a profession where much turns on the argument, its development, 

and evaluation; arguments are essential parts of any trial, brief, or opinion. The profession should 

then necessarily be concerned with developing good arguers. The question is how. On the one 

hand, there is the view or, more accurately, myth, that legal argumentation is a peculiar breed or 

separate department of reasoning. At best, this orientation provides a glass house asylum for 

those holding that law schools teach law students to think like lawyers. For it is the case (and this 

is the other school of thought) that right thinking in the law involves nothing more than the 

traditional modes of inference—inductive and deductive.
1
  On this view, it is conceded that legal 

reasoning draws on a specialized vocabulary and particular modes of analysis more so than other 

areas of inquiry and problem solving.  But that we see more occurrences in legal discourse of 

analogical reasoning, balancing tests, specialized talk of the interests of society and the 

individual, costs and benefits, good faith, and reasonableness does not imply that the 

reasoning involved is unique or at all departs from the fundamental principles of human 

ratiocination. 

 

     If so, it follows that only good thinkers can be good legal thinkers.  And since philosophy and 

logic are where one turns to build logical muscle tone, the good legal thinker should have some 

philosophy under his belt. While I am not suggesting that anyone needs a course in logic or 

training in philosophy to think, it is the case that philosophy is the province where the principles 

of thought are analyzed and employed in their strictest form such that students exposed to it 

cannot help but become better, more careful arguers.
2
 It thus seems that some course in practical 

or applied logic and the construction of arguments would be well suited for a law curriculum. 

                                                 
*
  Chair and  Professor of Philosophy, Texas State University-San Marcos.  A.B., University of Rochester;  J.D., 

Boston University School of Law; Ph.D., University of Pennsylvania. 

 
1
 As is probably already apparent. I am writing, to a certain extent, from a testimonial posture, offering what may be 

analogous to the informed opinion or conclusion of the expert witness in the courtroom. Arguments as to why legal 

reasoning should not properly be considered as a unique mode of reasoning, I believe, are more appropriate for our 

journals of jurisprudence and legal philosophy. 

 
2
  Hume made the point that philosophy can be helpful to all of the arts and professions, including law: “... we may 

observe, in every art or profession, even those which most concern life or action, that a spirit of accuracy, however 

acquired, carries all of them nearer their perfection, and renders them more subservient to the interests of society.  

And though a philosopher may live remote from business, the genius of philosophy, if carefully cultivated by several, 

must gradually diffuse itself throughout the whole society, and bestow a similar correctness on every art and 

calling.  The politicians will acquire greater foresight and subtlety, in the subdividing and balancing of power; the 

lawyer more method and finer principles in his reasoning; and the general more regularity in his discipline, and more 
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     Besides instruction in logic, it would seem that to avoid a shallow grasp or even a total failure 

to apprehend the jurisprudential and moral underpinnings of our legal system, a course in legal 

and moral philosophy should occupy some claim on the law student’s time.  By moral philosophy 

I do not mean simply a course in professional ethics where a survey is made of how the former 

canons or the present disciplinary rules have been interpreted in disciplinary proceedings.  I 

speak of exposure to fundamental values upon which the legal system rests.  Few are aware of 

historical and contemporary thought on the value of freedom for a legal system.  Awareness, 

however, of the foundational Enlightenment view that without freedom one cannot function 

as a moral agent and the contemporary expression of the theme -- that the development of healthy 

personality and society is intimately intertwined with one’s ability to act freely -- gives important 

content to values as freedom. Without such firm root in reason and experience, such values can 

be treated more as sacred entities to revere and preserve for their own sake rather than as 

valuable commodities that we need for a well functioning society and legal system.  Without this 

content, erosion of such fundamental values cannot be understood as being a threat to the healthy 

development of society. 

 

     Another reason for such instruction is this.  In law, concepts as the “legal system,” “legal and 

moral rules,” “morality,” “human nature,” “the good of society," "good," "bad," "right," "wrong," 

"justice," "injustice," "rights," "duties," "privileges" and the like are all tossed about undoubtedly 

as responsibly and accurately as is practicable.  But lawyers and judges are engaged in the 

demanding pursuit of the resolution of practical legal problems and have neither the time nor 

equipment to obtain a very precise understanding of these vitally functional concepts.  

Accordingly, they need, and should demand, professional assistance in acquiring such 

information and the only group specifically trained in the careful analysis of such are legal and 

moral philosophers. This is not only a call for the legal profession to turn to philosophy 

but also for philosophers to recognize that their audience need not be other philosophers which 

has been the cause of much inbred debating both to the disservice of the profession of philosophy 

and the public. 

 

Bonus Benefits from Studying Philosophy 

 

     The study of philosophy is replete with benefits. In the pursuit of any form of philosophy, one 

always prospers by acquiring, in addition to an exposure to the subject matter, more powerful, 

analytical reasoning abilities. One becomes more logical and can more readily perceive errors in 

reasoning.  Now it is the case that the law student expends no special effort to search for and 

uncover logical error in judicial reasoning.  Let us explore this observation. Along these lines it is 

interesting to contrast the orientation of the law student with that of the philosophy graduate 

student.  Both are required to construct and analyze arguments but each perceives quite 

differently the discovery and existence of logical error.  The philosophy graduate student 

                                                                                                                                                             
cautious in his plans and operations.”  D. Hume, An Inquiry Concerning Human Understanding (1748).  If we can 

agree with Hume that the rewards of philosophy are great, it seems we should be willing to insure that professionals, 

lawyers included, are exposed to it rather than embracing, as Hume did, a blind confidence in the spirit of philosophy 

diffusing through society. 
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searches for it and considers it fatal for an argument whereas it seems to play a lesser role in the 

world of the law student. 

 

     This is the case for the law student, I think, for two reasons primarily: 

(1) lack of exposure to strict logical argumentation and (2) his cognizance of the 

workings of the legal system wherein the conclusion of a judicial opinion, or the rule of law the 

case can be seen as standing for, is still law even if it was erroneously arrived at; he recognizes 

that at some later time the court can simply revise its reasoning and retain the conclusion; he is 

aware that the argument is not the be-all and end-all, since his discovery of error need not have 

any practical results.  But because of this is does not follow that the existence of logical error 

should not be conceptualized by the law student as serious.  It would be paradoxical for the 

results of ill-reasoning -- logical error -- to be taken lightly when a profession is using reason, of 

course informed by experience, as its primary tool to arrive at correct results.  It thus seems 

That while we might not want our lawyers to be philosophers, we might agree that they should be 

more like philosophers with regard to their shared domain -- reason and argument.  If so, 

studying philosophy can be seen as an advantageous pursuit. 

 

     More needs to be said about our observations in (2) above.  One of the serious dangers this 

presents is that it can lead to confusion over the function of reason.  That wrong reasoning may 

lead to a conclusion or rule of law we may be forced to stick to for a time does not imply that the 

reasoning itself is not terribly important and that any will do.  The main purpose of the judicial 

opinion is not to give an opinion with which one may agree or disagree but rather it is to provide 

a justification for the decision, an argument for why the decision should be accepted by the 

community.  The justification is to be a product of careful reasoning about the matter at hand, 

and the legal community is called upon to evaluate that reasoning.  Accordingly, if such 

evaluation is to be cogent, there should be an attitude among members of the profession that one 

can tell when a piece of reasoning is faulty.  Any other attitude would be skeptical and would 

lead to arbitrariness; it would deny what is true -- that right reasoning proceeds via standards and 

it is by reference to such standards that we evaluate reasoning as right or wrong.  Without such 

means of attacking a faulty justification, the legal profession is forced to construct merely 

external critiques of opinions based on general principles of policy and models drawing on the 

lingo of economists and the business world to explain why an opinion may not be acceptable.  In 

consequence, it may never get to the heart of the reasoning of the court.  Training 

in philosophy could help prevent this. 

 

     Exposure to philosophy can also enrich the lawyer’s analyses by providing models for arguing 

that go to the structure of thought itself.  This is not to suggest that thought is to proceed in an 

uninformed manner apart from the advice of experience.  Nor is it meant as an attempt to counter 

the Holmesian adage that “the life of the law has not been logic; it has been experience.”  For 

Holmes’ insight, it should be noted, says something only about the law not the life of the legal 

profession.  About lawyers and the legal profession, Sir Robert Morton, the renowned defense 

attorney in The Winslow Boy, makes the appropriate observation:  “Cold, clear logic -- and 

buckets of it-- should be the lawyer’s only equipment.”
3
 

                                                 
3
  Rattigan, The Winslow Boy, The Law in Literature 131 (1960) 
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     Along these lines, it might be noted that one of the few models for dealing with problems that 

the law student is expected to conform to is that of the identification or spotting of issues 

concealed in narratives on examinations.  His orientation becomes that of gaining knowledge that 

certain problems exist, knowledge that; he is without any formal training in, and exposure to, 

models for the cogent solution of problems, a knowledge how.  His notion of solutions to 

problems might ultimately be cognized as predictions of how various courts might dispose of the 

issues.  This can lead to a mind turning to case authority alone rather than employing panoply of 

techniques to effect creative solutions that are consistent with but not solely dictated by 

precedent. 

 

     And the advantages of developing law students able to effect cogent and inspired solutions in 

addition to molding students knowledgeable of what the law is extend beyond simply creating 

more able lawyers.  For much of the discourse of legal opinions is shaped by the manner in which 

the issues are framed and argued to the court.  Accordingly, we expect that as the input 

mechanism is enriched, so too will the output. 

 

     A final benefit philosophy brings is that the law student becomes more attuned to the guiding 

ideals of legal systems as expressed by leading social philosophies.  Awareness of the 

possibilities and the need for an informed choice is essential if one’s operation within some 

system is to be directed toward a goal or be consistent with some overarching societal aims.  

Legal activity in the mind of the lawyer can be seen as divorced from the progress of society if 

society’s goals are imperfectly perceived.  On the other hand, activity that is goal directed is 

characteristically and fundamentally rational human activity; one actualizes his potential as a 

rational agent as he formulates his plans in accord with clearly perceived long range goals and 

executes them. 

 

     Probably little can be said to dispel traditional and deep seated prejudices and 

misunderstandings about philosophers and what they are about.  Philosophers are accused of 

spinning theories that fly in the face of experience; one is dubbed a philosopher when he points 

to the unrealistic, idealistic solutions to 

pressing issues or when his contact with reality is tenuous.  All such views are, however, 

wrongheaded and anyone holding them pragmatically self contradicts himself, as the very person 

making such charges that philosophers are out of touch is totally out of touch with what 

philosophers are really doing. 

 

     But the legal community is not forced to draw on the talents of those whom they may not 

trust, for whatever reason, in order to expose law students to philosophy.  For there is an 

increasingly large number of lawyer-philosophers who have been trained formally in philosophy 

and law, who are sensitive to the interests, aspirations, and problems of law students, and who 

are, accordingly, well equipped to share with law students those aspects of a cognate area 

most beneficial to the law student. 

 

     I leave the reader with a final thought.  If he were presented with the following two blueprints 

for the American lawyer, which would he choose?  The first is a design for producing the present 
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product of our law schools, there being no doubt that the product is that of a competent 

professional.  The second is of a lawyer that is a cleaner (in the sense of more precise) arguer, 

one who can argue more flexibly and innovatively within the confines marked out by the law, 

one who is aware of, conversant with, and has opinions about current and traditional legal 

philosophy and jurisprudence. 

 

     If the latter image is seen merely as embracing attributes that are needless flourishes, we 

might well leave things much as they are.  but if the latter is more appealing, then we ought not 

simply to hoist the flag for the ideal and then march in the direction of the expedient but rather 

create  a better state of affairs guided by the ideal we wish to achieve. 
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WHY DO YOU WANT TO GO TO LAW SCHOOL? 

 

“If you don't know where you're going, when you get there you'll be lost.” - Yogi Berra 

 

 “Why do you want to go to law school?” Or, “what do you want to do with your law 

degree?” Ask a prospective law student either of these questions and you may learn more from 

what they don't say than from what they do. Some want to save or change the world. Some want 

the power, prestige and money they believe comes with a law degree. Some have no idea what 

they want to do and find them going to law school by default. And some, the fortunate ones, 

decide to go to law school after careful analysis of the time, effort and money involved, with a 

realistic expectation of what life as a lawyer will be like and the career options a law degree will 

offer them. These are the prospective students we want to encourage to go to law school, the ones 

who will find practicing law an exciting, challenging and rewarding career.  

 

 The decision to go to law school is, in itself, not a career choice. Instead, law is a field of 

study that offers the recipient a wide range of career options, each requiring different skills but 

also possessing common characteristics. The options are endless in terms of practice areas and 

work environments. Lawyers might find themselves arresting a ship or zoning a playground, 

working independently in their home or with others in a high rise corporate office. Lawyers can 

practice law by helping clients plan to avoid problems, by solving problems once they develop, 

by representing and counseling businesses in a particular industry, by representing individuals 

sharing a common status or problem and by appearing (or not appearing) in court. 

 

 I am not suggesting all prospective law students must have decided, before entering law 

school, the specific career path they intend to follow. In reality, most who think they do know 

will change their mind many times before graduation. But I am suggesting that prospective law 

students need to recognize that a wide variety of career options are available. And, as a result, 

that they must accept responsibility for a proactive, not reactive, role in their own career 

planning. Students must avoid making career decisions based on the same reasons underlying 

their decision to enter law school -- for money or prestige or by default. Instead, students must 

use the same critical and analytical thinking skills they demonstrated to get into law school, the 

same skills that will be necessary to succeed in school and as a lawyer, in making their career 

choices. 

 

 Different types of legal careers require different skills and satisfy different interests. One 

lawyer may negotiate the terms of an agreement for the sale of a business, another may draft the 

agreement, and yet another may defend the terms of the agreement in a court action. The abilities 

and interests necessary to flourish as a tax lawyer for a large law firm are different from those of 

a juvenile rights lawyer for a legal aid office. Prospective students should understand that in 

making decisions about what type of practice to pursue they will need to take the time to identify 

their own skills and interests and match them to the demands of a particular career. 

 

 Different legal practices also share in varying degrees some common skills and 

characteristics. Skills generally required include analytical thinking, creative writing, research, 

communication, counseling, problem solving, negotiation and the ability to work independently. 
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The life of most lawyers is not full of the glamour, excitement and financial regards popularly 

portrayed. Lawyers must tolerate, and hopefully thrive on, the adversarial nature of law practice 

and the hard work, long hours, and stress of juggling numerous projects and the competing 

demands of clients. And although all lawyers may not necessarily agree on which features are 

positive and which are negative, aspiring lawyers must determine if they will enjoy a career 

where these features are, to a degree, inevitable. 

 

 In my experience as a law school career services professional, the students who enter law 

school understanding the realities of law practice and then explore the career options available to 

them enjoy their legal career after school. The ones who go to law school with unrealistic 

expectations, the ones who want to save, run, or buy the world, or who believe that their decision 

to go to law school is the only career choice they need to make, are the ones most likely to be 

unhappy and dissatisfied. These are the ones who, after several years of practicing law, will 

return to my office and ask what else they can do with their law degree. 

 

 Fortunately, more prospective students appear to be making informed choices. Law 

school career services directors report they have talked to more prospective law students in the 

last several years than in the previous ten years. This “new breed” of prospective students has an 

increased awareness of the realities of law practice and an increasing desire to know as much as 

possible about what life as a lawyer will be like and what their options will be upon graduation. 

 

 It is crucial that aspiring lawyers be challenged to ask themselves why they want to go to 

law school and what they want to do with their law degree. Given the investment of time and 

money, the decision to pursue a career in law deserves careful consideration. Prospective law 

students should make a decision based on accurate self-analysis, correct perceptions about the 

life of a lawyer and realistic expectations so they will find an exciting, challenging and rewarding 

career. 

 

Andrea Swanner Redding, J.D. 

Assistant Dean for Career Services 

Northwestern School of Law of 

Lewis & Clark College 
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FINANCING LAW SCHOOL 

 

The following information is excerpted from the website of the  

Law School Admission Council at www.lsac.org. 

 

Financial Aid: An Overview 

 

Legal education is an investment in your future and is, in most cases, a serious financial 

investment as well. As with any investment, it is important to consider the pros and cons of 

entering into such a large expenditure of effort, time, and money. Particularly in uncertain 

financial times, a realistic assessment of why you are seeking a legal education and how you will 

pay for it is critical. 

 

The single best source of information about financing a legal education is the financial aid office 

(or the website) of any LSAC-member law school. This site provides links to many law schools 

as well as several good sources of financial aid information. 

 

The cost of a law school education could exceed $150,000. Tuition alone can range from a few 

thousand dollars to more than $50,000 a year. When calculating the total cost of attending law 

school, you also have to include the cost of housing, food, books, transportation, and personal 

expenses. Law schools will determine the student expense budget for you. Today, approximately 

80 percent of law school students rely on education loans as their primary, but not exclusive, 

source of financial aid for law school. These loans must be paid back, and the more a student 

borrows, the longer the debt will have an impact on a student's life after graduation. Loans from 

governmental and private sources at low and moderate interest rates are available to qualified 

students. Both federal and private loans are based on the law school's estimate of your need and 

the overall cost of attendance. Credit history is a factor for private loans. Students must have 

excellent credit to be approved for most private loans. Typically, the lowest interest rates are 

associated with federal loans; private education loans are available at higher rates. Institutional 

loans may be available from the school. Scholarships, grants, and fellowships exist, but are 

limited. Some students are offered part-time employment through the federal work-study 

program in their second and third years of law school. First-year students are expected to 

concentrate fully on schoolwork. 

 

Changes in financial aid rules and regulations are ongoing. Law school policies vary. Therefore, 

it is your responsibility to stay current and to educate yourself about financial aid in much the 

same way that you research law schools when deciding where to apply. 

 

In our video, Financing a Legal Education: Investing in Your Future, students and lawyers, along 

with law school admission and financial aid experts, talk about how to select from a number of 

financing strategies tailored to your particular needs, ways to cut costs while living on a budget, 

repayment options after graduation, and mistakes that you can avoid. 
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Financial Aid Options 

Scholarships and Grants 

 

A scholarship or grant is an award that does not have to be repaid. It may be given on the basis of 

need, or merit, or both. Most scholarships are conferred by individual law schools. Some 

organizations may also have scholarships to offer. Among them are local bar associations; 

fraternities, sororities, and other social clubs; religious or business organizations; and the US 

Department of Veterans Affairs. The availability of scholarships and grants is limited, but worth 

researching. Law school admission and financial aid offices can provide information about the 

resources available. Be aware that many scholarships and grants are merit-based and may require 

a certain level of academic performance for continuation. A number of companies offer tuition 

reimbursement benefits to their employees and to their employees' dependents as well. 

Federal Direct Loan ProgramSM 

 

    * (Subsidized) William D. Ford Federal Direct Loan. Up to $8,500 a year is available to 

students who meet the need criteria.* Interest is paid by the federal government while you are 

enrolled in school at least half time. You must begin repaying the loan six months after you 

graduate, withdraw, or drop below half time. The interest rate for the subsidized William D. Ford 

Federal Direct loan is 6.8 percent. You can obtain an application from any lender that participates 

in the federal loan program, or from any law school. 

    * (Unsubsidized) William D. Ford Federal Direct Loan. In combination with the subsidized 

loan, a student may borrow up to a combined total of $20,500 in subsidized and unsubsidized 

loans.* The amount the student receives in the subsidized loan is deducted from the $20,500 in 

order to determine eligibility for the unsubsidized loan (for example, if the student is only 

eligible for $3,000 in subsidized loans, he or she could receive $17,500 in unsubsidized loans). 

The interest rate for the unsubsidized William D. Ford Federal Direct loan is 6.8 percent. Interest 

starts accruing as soon as you receive the funds. 

    * Graduate PLUS Loans for Law Students. Students with an absence of bad credit may be 

eligible to secure a Graduate PLUS loan. The Graduate PLUS is federally guaranteed and the 

interest rate is subsidized. Interest accrues while the student is in school, and repayment begins 

immediately. The interest rate is 7.9 percent. The interest rate is fixed for the life of the loan. 

Forbearance is available while the student is in school. Many students who have good credit are 

choosing Graduate PLUS instead of private loans. 

 

Federal Perkins Loan 

 

This loan is available to students at some schools. Each student's award is determined by the 

school based on information obtained from the FAFSA. The maximum annual loan is $8,000. 

Private Loans 

 

There are a number of private loan programs available to credit-worthy borrowers. Some lenders 

make available postgraduate loans for bar-review study. Eligibility for these bar loans is based on 

the borrower's credit history and the lending institution's willingness to lend. 
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The terms and conditions of these programs vary greatly. Pay careful attention to the 

explanations found in loan application brochures and consumer information. You can also 

contact the individual programs or visit their websites for further details. 

 

Federal Work-Study 

 

Federal work-study is a program that provides funding for students to work part time during the 

school year and full time during the summer months. Students sometimes work on campus in a 

variety of settings or in off-campus nonprofit agencies. Additional information is available from 

any law school financial aid office. Not all schools participate in the federal work-study program. 

 

Credit 

 

Graduate PLUS and private loans are approved on the basis of your credit. Lenders will analyze 

your credit report before approving a private loan. Most offer prequalification services on the 

Internet or by phone. If you have a poor credit history, you may be denied a loan. If there is a 

mistake on your credit report—and there are often mistakes—you will want adequate time to 

correct the error. It is essential to clear up errors or other discrepancies before you apply for a 

private or Graduate PLUS loan. 

 

* NOTE: All figures and calculations are based on current interest rates, loan terms, and fees, and 

are subject to change. 

 

You may want to obtain a copy of your credit report so that you can track and clear up any 

problems. You can order your free copy from one of the major credit reporting agencies by 

calling 1.877.322.8228, or you can go to www.annualcreditreport.com. You may also mail a 

request to: 

 

Annual Credit Report Request Service 

PO BOX 105283 

Atlanta GA 30348-5283 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 27  

Applying for Aid Step by Step 

 

Here is a list of steps you must take to apply for financial aid. 

 

If you are applying for federal aid: 

 

1. Start the financial aid process in January to be well in advance of the school's particular 

filing deadline. You should not wait until after you receive admission offers to begin the 

planning process. 

 

2. Obtain the Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) online or on paper from your 

college or university financial aid office, or from a law school to which you are applying. 

FAFSA is a need-analysis tool developed by the US Department of Education. As the name 

implies, there is no charge for the collection and processing of data or the delivery of 

financial aid through this form. Do not pay to process your free application. 

 

* When completing the FAFSA form, you will designate the names and school codes of up 

to 10 law schools to which you are applying. Additional schools may be added once the 

FAFSA is processed. Information on school codes is available from any law school 

financial aid office or at www.fafsa.ed.gov. 

 

* The FAFSA form asks for information about your income, assets, and other financial 

resources. Be sure to answer "yes" to the following two questions: 

 

               o Are you a graduate or professional student? 

 

   o Have you completed a bachelor's degree by July 1 of the year you will be attending  

law school? 

 

All graduate/professional students are considered independent of their parents for the 

federal loan programs. 

 

3. Prepare your federal income tax returns as early as possible after the first of the year. Most 

schools will want to see a copy of your actual tax return, so be sure to keep a photocopy for 

your files. The FAFSA requires information that is requested directly from your tax return. 

While information packets (including the FAFSA) may be available from some law school 

financial aid offices in the fall, the FAFSA cannot be filed until after January 1. (It will not 

be accepted if received before the first of the year.) However, you can file any time after the 

first of the year—the earlier, the better. 

 

4. The law schools to which you apply will determine your eligibility for federal financial aid. 

The amount offered by each law school will vary, and each student's financial need will be 

assessed individually because costs vary from school to school. 

 

http://www.fafsa.ed.gov/


 28  

5. Once you determine the school that you will attend, you may begin the federal loan 

application process. You can begin your research early, however. 

 

If you are applying for institutional aid: 

 

Call, write, e-mail, or visit the website of the financial aid office of the law schools to which you 

are applying. Some schools may require you to submit information in addition to the FAFSA. 

You may be asked to complete an institutional financial aid application or an additional form 

from another agency such as Need Access or CSS Profiles. It is important to know which schools 

require additional information. Many schools have very early filing deadlines. 
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DIVERSITY IN LAW SCHOOLS 

 

The following information is excerpted from the website of the  

Law School Admission Council at www.lsac.org. 

 

Racial/Ethnic Minority Applicants 

 

We use the term diversity broadly to include all aspects of human differences, including but not 

limited to socioeconomic status, race, ethnicity, language, nationality, gender, gender identity, 

sexual orientation, religion, geography, disability, and age. 

 

Historically, minority group members have been underrepresented in the legal profession. The 

law school population (as well as the legal profession) does not reflect accurately the vibrant and 

expanding racial and ethnic population in our society. To promote diversity, law schools actively 

seek qualified African American, Latino, Asian, and Native American students, as well as other 

students of color. Law schools increasingly find that diversity within the classroom enriches the 

learning process for all students. 

 

Why am I considered a minority applicant? 

 

Law schools consider your ethnic or racial status to be whatever you indicate on your LSAT 

registration forms. This factor alone is not a guarantee of admission, but it helps admission 

committees form a more complete picture of who you are. They are interested in how your 

individual history has affected your life, including whatever disadvantages you may have 

overcome. 

 

Is the LSAT biased against minorities? 

 

The passages and questions on the LSAT go through a rigorous screening and pretesting process 

to make sure that the individual test items are not biased. The primary reason that minority test 

takers perform less well on the LSAT is lack of preparation. In addition, research indicates that 

minority group members, particularly African Americans, are more vulnerable to test anxiety 

than other test takers. The best way to avoid test anxiety is to prepare thoroughly for the LSAT by 

familiarizing yourself with the types of questions on the test and by taking disclosed (previously 

administered) tests. Take the entire test—not just a few sections at a time—under actual timed 

conditions. 

 

Do law schools apply different admission criteria to minorities? 

 

No. However, some law schools may take your race or ethnicity into account as one of many 

factors in a whole-file review. Each applicant may potentially offer something distinctive to a 

class—diversity being one factor among many. While LSAT scores and undergraduate GPAs are 

important factors in admission decisions, they are not the only factors. Others may include a 

strong letter of recommendation or personal statement, work experience, or community service 

that demonstrates a special interest or strength of character, diversity status that may contribute to 

http://www.lsac.org/
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a robust exchange of ideas in the classroom and the law school community, graduate work or 

other specialized studies, and so on. All of these are factors that a law school may consider in 

determining if an applicant is a good fit for their law school. Law schools select from among the 

applicants who fall somewhere on a flexible continuum of their particular academic parameters. 

 

What part should my race or ethnicity play in my personal statement? 

 

Most law schools are genuinely interested in the overall diversity of their student body—but you 

must show how your race or ethnicity will contribute to the richness of the law school education 

of every student. It is not enough to simply state your ethnicity or even to describe your personal 

history as it has been affected by your ethnicity. A key strategy is to do thorough research on 

every law school to which you are applying and determine the diversity goals of each school. 

Structure your personal statement with a purpose and with these goals in mind. Keep in mind that 

you should follow any instructions on the application about what is expected in your personal 

statement. 

 

Remember that diversity is broader than ethnicity, and ethnicity is not synonymous with 

adversity. Do not assume that your ethnicity is the only way in which you can add to the diversity 

of the student body; consider your entire life experience. Also, do not assume that ethnicity must 

be broached in stories of hardships and misfortune. However you convey it, you are well-advised 

to be sincere in relaying your authentic story. Anything less will come across as contrived to the 

reader and will not be to your benefit. 

 

Why should I consider a career in law? 

 

A law career provides a singular opportunity to effect change both on an individual level—by 

representing the interests of a client—and on a global level—by setting policy or establishing a 

precedent in the governmental or business arenas. Additionally, you will have spent 

approximately three years thinking critically, reading broadly, and debating forcefully, and these 

skills are worthwhile in most everything you do. 

 

What actions are being taken to increase minority participation in law school and the legal 

profession? 

 

Individual law schools and legal organizations have worked hard to assure continued progress 

toward alleviating the historic shortage of minority lawyers. For example, the Law School 

Admission Council established a Diversity Committee, which thus far has spent in excess of $5 

million on projects designed to increase the number of minority men and women who attend law 

schools. The American Bar Association adopted a law school standard calling for specific 

commitments to provide full opportunities for members of minority groups. In addition, the ABA 

Presidential Advisory Council on Diversity and the Law School Admission Council created the 

Pipeline Diversity Directory in response to the critical need to increase diversity in the 

educational pipeline leading to the legal profession. The Association of American Law Schools 

also requires that member schools provide full opportunities in legal education for minorities and 

has programs to increase the number of minority faculty. 
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Although minority participation in law school and the legal profession has increased over the last 

three decades, more can and is being done to attract minority men and women to the profession. 

Outreach efforts by the legal system can and do counteract the shortage of minority lawyers. 

 

 

 

Helpful Links 

 

Tips 

 

    * Apply early. 

    * Contact each law school you're interested in for specific information and requirements. 

    * Prepare well for the LSAT; take timed practice tests. 

    * Research the right school for you. 

    * Talk to lawyers and find out what they do. 

    * Have realistic expectations. 

    * Know what you are getting into. 

    * Prepare a well-thought-out and intriguing personal statement. 

    * Do your best academic work as an undergraduate. 

    * Round out your portfolio with activities and leadership positions. 

    * Attend a Law School Forum. 

    * Reach out to and consult with prelaw advisors. 

 

Resources 

 

Various legal organizations can provide helpful insights on pursuing a legal career. This list 

provides a useful starting point for further research. 

 

    * American Bar Association 

    * American Indian College Fund 

    * American Indian Law Center, Inc. 

    * Asian American Legal Defense and Education Fund 

    * Council on Legal Education Opportunity 

    * DiscoverLaw.org 

    * Hispanic National Bar Association 

    * Law School Admission Council 

    * Mexican American Legal Defense and Educational Fund (MALDEF) 

    * Minority Corporate Counsel Association 

    * NAACP Legal Defense and Educational Fund, Inc. 

    * National Association of Women Judges 

    * The National Asian Pacific American Bar Association (NAPABA) 

    * The National Bar Association (NBA) 

    * The National Native American Bar Association (NNABA) 

    * North American South Asian Bar Association 
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    * Practicing Attorneys for Law Students 

    * The Puerto Rican Legal Defense and Education Fund (PRLDEF) 

    * Sidley Prelaw Scholars Initiative 

 

Scholarship Opportunities 

 

    * American Bar Association 

    * American Indian College Fund 

    * American Intellectual Property Law Education Foundation 

    * California Bar Foundation Diversity Scholarship 

    * Fastweb 

    * The Gates Millennium Scholars 

    * Hispanic College Fund 

    * Mexican American Legal Defense and Educational Fund 

    * Minority Corporate Counsel Association 

    * NAACP Legal Defense and Educational Fund, Inc. 

    * The National Asian Pacific American Bar Association 

    * The Puerto Rican Bar Association Scholarship Fund 

    * Sponsors for Educational Opportunity 

    * United Negro College Fund (UNCF) 

    * University of Idaho College of Law 

    * Women Lawyers Association of Los Angeles 

 

Other 

 

    * Conditional Admission Programs 

 


